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278 General Notes. [April 

ducks and geese belonging to the gunners. Here we were able to approach 
the sparrows close enough to observe them well without a glass. Later, 
one of the birds sat in plain sight on a beach plum bush for fully five 
minutes, allowing us to study him thoroughly from various angles. We 
were astonished at this behavior in a bird with so well earned a reputation 
for secretiveness and e'usiveness. The explanation was, however, forth- 
coming. The gunners told us that these two sparrows came every day 
and fed among their captive fowl. In this way, apparently, they had 
come to be quite reconciled to "neighboring" with humans, indeed thought 
nothing of it! — Helen Granger Whittle. Cambridge, Mass. 

The Green-tailed Townee (Oberholseria chlorura) on the coast of 
South Carolina. — On the afternoon of January 18, 1921, I went to the 
beach to see whether the Whistling Swan had come back to the place 
where I had seen it the previous afternoon, but instead of seeing it 1 saw 
a bird in my yard with a chestnut crown patch feeding in a thicket of 
lavender bushes near high water mark and which, at first glance, I took 
to be a Swamp Sparrow. As I had yet to see a Swamp Sparrow in winter 
plumage with a well marked chestnut crown patch, and as the bird at a 
distance looked much larger than a Swamp Sparrow, I lost no time watch- 
ing it but went hurriedly to my house for my gun. Upon coming back 
to the place where I had last seen it 1 found this strange bird in an adjacent 
lot and shot it. Upon securing it I was amazed to find that I had taken 
a Green-tailed Towhee — a bird of the far western states. The specimen 
is an adult male in fine plumage and was very obese. This bird must have 
arrived in my yard sometime in November, 1920, as the migration of 
the Fringillidae is over before the last of that month. 

The capture of this Green-tailed Towhee makes the sixteenth far west- 
ern bird and the forty-fourth species that I have added to the fauna of 
South Carolina. 

There is a Virginia record of this Towhee by Mr. G. C. Embody ('Auk,' 
XXV, 1908, 224) of a bird taken near Portsmouth on January 26, 1908, 
by Mr. John B. Lewis and in the collection of Mr. Embody. To what 
extent the list of South Carolina birds can be increased by the capture of 
far western birds there can be no conjecture. — Arthur T. Wayne, 
Mount rieasant, S. C. 

The Bohemian Waxwing in Iowa in Vast Numbers. — An article, 
showing such thorough investigation as does that one entitled " Bohemian 
Waxwings in New England" by the !ate Horace W. Wright, which was 
published in ' The Auk ' for January. 1921 , is certain to prompt reminiscence 
and review. Some of us recall the days when we, too, entertained the 
Bohemian Waxwing (Bombydla garrula) about our homes. Mr. Wright's 
article shows that the winter of 1908-1909 was a banner season for this 
species in the New England states, and a review of the literature on the 
subject reveals references to the appearance of this Waxwing in most of 



